












Through the making Earth Echoes, Musical Director 
Hugh Nankivell led the GeoCollective on a musical 
adventure, trying out different ways of composing music 
inspired by Global Geoparks around the world. We used 
individual words to build songs, created images and 
staves that were then transcribed into melodies, 
improvised with instruments, stones and voices, and 
collected songs that collected songs that represented geological sites. 

From the rich musical material created by the 
GeoCollective, Hugh Nankivell then composed and 
arranged the musical score for Earth Echoes. It was 
performed by Bournmouth Symphony Orchestra 
alongside the GeoCollective cast, Torbay Brass Band and 
Curledge Street Academy.

Throughout the fourth Movement of Earth Echoes, a 
motif of 12 notes runs throughout the orchestral score, 
overlaid with melodies of ‘Abide with Me’ (Eventide) and 
‘Earth’s Echo, A Song of Stones’ sung by the chorus of 
humans.

This foundation motif ‘spells out’ the word 
A N T H R O P O C E N E accoA N T H R O P O C E N E according to a system of 
composing that Hugh Nankivell has developed whereby 
“every word has its own melody”. The alphabet is set 
out in columns under the 7 notes A to G. 
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          A    B    C    D       E    F    G
          H     I      J      K        L     M    N
          O    P     Q     R        S     T     U
          V    W    X     Y        Z

By this system, the word 
                
                                        	 A N T H R O P O C E N E 

has a melody built on	

                      A G F A D A B A C E G E

The The fourth movement is a lament – a reflection on the 
impacts of humanity on the earth and a call for us to 
take responsibility for our actions. The 
ANTHROPOCENE melody is transcribed into F major 
so the melody arrives at:

	 	 	 	         A G F A D A B  A C E G E  

LISTEN to the sound file heLISTEN to the sound file here for ‘What Do We Want 
to Leave Behind’ from the Fourth Movement and follow 
the Anthropocene melody. You can find the music for 
this piece in the Earth Echoes score. 

Every word has a melody



What Do We Want To Leave Behind
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In Earth Echoes, we used the five line musical stave as a 
motif to represent the strata (layers of rock) in the 
geology around us. Geology’s ‘stratigraphic column’ 
shows us a slice through the earth so we can see each 
rock layer going back through the millennia. In the 
landscape, you might see these are relatively flat, parallel 
layers of rock, or as great folded structures that have 
been bent and bbeen bent and broken due to seismic and tectonic forces. 

Our GeoCollective composers deconstructed the 
traditional form of the five line stave and created their 
own. They made large staves on the floor with electrical 
tape and placed stones on the staves to represent notes 
that would be played. They then decided new rules for 
how to interpret the notation and play music from them. 
They used stones from our Geopark to mark the notes 
on the ston the staves. Some were carefully placed, others were 
rolled onto the staves at random.  

In the first movement of Earth Echoes, one of the 
geologists opens a trap door down into the Earth and, 
for the first time, music (as opposed to noise) is heard. 
This music is based on the stave made in electrical tape 
on the right. A conventional five line stave was placed 
horizontally across the ‘new stave’ and this produced the 
melody shown below - ‘Melody from Stones on White 
TaTape’.

LISTEN to the sound file here for ‘Trap Door Time’ 
from the First Movement follow the melody from the 
‘Stones on White Tape’.

In the opening extract of the score for ‘Trap Door Time’, 
the flute begins playing the melody and then the 
glockenspiel takes it over. In bar 9 (on the second page of 
the score) it gets taken over by the trumpet and then by 
page 3, the bassoon (bar 13). Meanwhile, the harp plays a 
gradually descending line. You can find the full music for 
this piece in the Earth Echoes score.
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Stratigraphy & the stave



Trap Door Time - aug 28 final
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